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NOTICE TO OUR PATIENTS 
ON REFRACTIONS AND ROUTINE EXAMINATIONS 

A Refraction is the process by which the doctor determines whether you need 

glasses or if you require a change in your present glasses prescription. This 

should not be confused with the Eye Examination which determines the 

health of the eye and may check for conditions such as cataracts and 

glaucoma. 

Medicare, in most cases, covers the Eye Examination if you a have 

specific eye complaint or if you are being followed for an ongoing eye 

condition. However, Medicare and most private insurance carriers do not 

cover Refractions or Routine Eye Examinations. These charges may appear 

on your insurance carrier Explanation of Benefits as non-covered charges. 

According to the Medicare Coverage and Limitations Manual: 

"Expenses for all refractive procedures, whether performed by an 

ophthalmologist or an optometrist and without regard to the reason for the 

performance of the refraction, are excluded from coverage." 

I have read and understand the above and agree to pay for any charged which 

Medicare or my private insurance company deems to be non ... covered. 

Patient's Signature _______________________ Date _______ _ 
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